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Kitselas has been working toward a modern treaty 
since 1993. Negotiating a treaty offers a path for the 
Kitselas Nation toward self-governance with greater 
certainty, clarity, and opportunities for Citizens.

A treaty is a three-way agreement negotiated between 
Kitselas First Nation, the Government of Canada,  
and the Government of British Columbia (BC). 

On June 24, 2024, the full draft Kitselas Treaty and 
Appendices were initialled by the Chief Negotiators from 
Kitselas, BC, and Canada. The initialling of the draft 
Treaty marked the end of formal treaty negotiations.

The next step is for Kitselas Members to ratify (vote) 
and approve both the draft Kitselas Constitution and 
Treaty. The ratification vote is on April 10, 2025.

About the Kitselas Treaty
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Recognition of Aboriginal Rights and Title

A return to self-government

Ownership of approximately 95,000 acres  
of Treaty Settlement Lands

Law-making authority over the Treaty 
Settlement Lands and the co-existence of 
Crown and Kitselas Government and laws

A significant cash payment to settle 
outstanding land claims

A process for co-management agreements 
within the Kitselas Area (the larger traditional 
territory surrounding the Treaty Settlement 
Lands)

Continuation of all existing programs and 
services and eligibility for new programs  
and services in the future

A Kitselas Constitution developed by and for 
the Kitselas People describing the relationship 
between Kitselas government, people, and 
land; roles and responsibilities; greater 
accountability; and limitations on authority

Economic development opportunities, 
including the ability to raise tax revenues  
on the Treaty Settlement Lands and regional 
economic development opportunities

�Opportunities for language and culture 
revitalization

A path forward for new nation-to-nation 
relationships

Freedom from the Indian Act

Broadly, Treaty offers Kitselas Citizens and Kitselas Nation the following:

About the Kitselas Treaty Continued

Learn more at kitselastreaty.ca

https://kitselastreaty.ca


Kitselas thrived in the period before contact. Our society 
was healthy and strong, a rich culture with deep spiritual 
connection to the lands and resources.

With a current population of approximately 750 people, 
Kitselas’ traditional territory is located in northwestern 
British Columbia. Our reserves and territory are 
located near the City of Terrace, extending further 
north and south of the Skeena River.

Kitselas is a progressive Nation, proud of our heritage 
and achievements, both historic and contemporary. 
Our vision is to be a financially self-sufficient and  
self-governing Nation that provides responsible 
leadership in all that we do.

Learn more at kitselastreaty.ca
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Gitselasu (Kitselas) means ‘People of the Canyon’ 
in the Tsimshian language of Sm’algya̱x.  
The Kitselas Canyon, located in Gitaus, on the 
Skeena River, is the heart of the Kitselas Nation. 
Archaeological and ethnographic evidence 
suggests people have occupied the Kitselas 
Canyon area for at least 5,000 years.

About the  
Kitselas First Nation

Kitselas Treaty Team
The Kitselas Treaty Team includes the following people:

• Chief Negotiator, Glenn Bennett

• �Senior Negotiator / Director Treaty, David Try

The Negotiators are supported by 
a Treaty engagement coordinator, 
communications officer, Treaty clerk, 
Treaty intern, and summer students. 

https://kitselastreaty.ca


Mel Bevan, Chief Negotiator
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Dr. David Try, PhD, Senior Negotiator / Director Treaty 
Dr. David Try, PhD has almost 50 years of work experience, primarily with the 
federal and provincial governments and a PhD in public sector management. 
His knowledge of government, combined with his experience in face-to-face 
negotiations, has been invaluable in negotiations for the Kitselas Treaty.

David has been living in the Kitselas community since completing a  
public service career in policy and management with the Canadian federal 
government in 2005. After a further decade instructing university level 
business courses, David retired as Dean of Instruction from Coast Mountain 
College in 2016.

As a consultant and coach, David has a long history of training and assisting 
people and organizations across public, private, and non-profit sectors.

Kitselas Treaty Team

DOWNLOAD IMAGE

Glenn Bennett, Chief Negotiator
Glenn is the current Chief Councillor of the Kitselas First Nation and was 
appointed as Chief Negotiator after Mel Bevan passed. He started working 
for Kitselas in 1992 and acted as the Band Manager in 1995. Once Kitselas 
signed onto Treaty Negotiations, Glenn spent a number of years working 
alongside the late Mel Bevan. Glenn credits Mel and other Kitselas leaders, 
such as Willie McKenzie, the late Ralph Wright and his late father Wilfred 
Bennett Sr., for their commitment and vision to develop a Kitselas Treaty  
for the next generation of Kitselas People.

DOWNLOAD IMAGE

For three decades, Mel Bevan worked on the path towards the Kitselas Treaty. 
Mel was an active leader in Kitselas for over a half-century and has served as 
Chief Councillor, Band Manager, and Chief Treaty Negotiator. He helped found 
numerous local and provincial Indigenous organizations, as well as served on a 
variety of national organizations, including the National Centre for First Nations 
Governance and National Chief’s Advisory Committee. 

Mel Bevan has been recognized with the Governor General’s Confederation 
Award for community service. A leader, politician, educator and fluent  
speaker of the Tsimshian language, Mel is from Kitselas and credits his  
mother Flora Bevan for his passion for treaty rights, culture, and language 
preservation and Kitselas knowledge and history. 

https://kitselastreaty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hi-Res-DrDavidTry-KitselasTreaty-scaled.jpg
https://kitselastreaty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Kitselas_July_Shoot-100-scaled.jpg
https://kitselastreaty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Kitselas_July_Shoot-100-scaled.jpg
https://kitselastreaty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hi-Res-DrDavidTry-KitselasTreaty-scaled.jpg


Treaty-related Issues – Treaty Team
For all Treaty-related issues contact  
the Kitselas Treaty Office.
Phone: 	 250-635-8882 
Email: 	 info@kitselastreaty.ca

David Try,  
Senior Negotiator / Director Treaty
Phone:	 250-615-2616
Email:	 sr.negotiator@kitselas.com 

General Media Inquiries – Chief and Council
For any Kitselas issues not related  
to Treaty, contact Chief and Council.

To arrange an interview with Chief and Council, 
please contact:

Cheryl Campbell, Executive Assistant  
Phone 	 250-635-5084 EXT 4071 
Email 	 exec.assist@kitselas.com

Media Contacts

Resources
Read more about the Kitselas Treaty:

Kitselas Treaty Brochure 
Click to Download

Why Treaty? An overview  
of the Kitselas Treaty 
Click to Download

mailto:sr.negotiator%40kitselas.com?subject=
mailto:exec.assist%40kitselas.com?subject=
https://kitselastreaty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/KitselasTreatyInfo_GeneralBooklet_2023.pdf 
https://www.kitselastreaty.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/WhyTreaty-2023-Final-1.pdf

