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The Kitselas Constitution was developed by the Kitselas People through more than 10 years of
workshops, discussion and input from Kitselas Members. For clarity, this Constitution was not
negotiated with Canada or BC. Unlike the Kitselas Treaty, the Constitution is our words and
choices alone on how we choose to be governed.

Kitselas People will either accept or reject this Constitution in a Ratified vote in April 2025. To
vote you must be enrolled, so please consider enrolling now to make your voice heard in this
historic decision on our future.

This Plain Language version of the Kitselas Constitution is provided to help members
understand how the various clauses and sections of the Constitution work. Treaty booklets 23
and 28 and others outline the role of the Constitution in returning Kitselas to self-governance
under the Treaty.

At the highest level, our Kitselas Constitution will create, affirm, and protect the Rights and
Freedoms that every Kitselas Citizen will have in Treaty. Rights and Freedoms can generally be
broken down into three general areas or types:
1. Protect the individual: such as freedom to choose your religion, eligibility for
Citizenship, and the right to vote or run for office, as an individual.
2. Equal and fair treatment: such as all individuals’ right to education, health care, and
justice and fair and equal access to programs and services.
3. Rights that are collectively held by the People: such as the right to a healthy
environment, freedom to participate in cultural practices, and the right to be consulted on
projects that might impact our lands.

Treaty staff are available to answer any questions you may have. All comments are welcome.

The Kitselas Constitution is the official version and can be found on the USB memory stick
mailed out in February 2025 in preparation for the Ratification vote scheduled for April 10, 2025,
as per Kitselas Treaty, Ratification Chapter 27, clause 4 - Ratification of the Kitselas Constitution
by Kitselas requires: (a) that individuals who may be eligible to vote have a reasonable
opportunity to review the Kitselas Constitution. The Constitution and all other documents are
also available on the Kitselas Treaty Website.

The Kitselas Treaty office will provide paper copies of the Constitution (and Treaty) upon
request.

In the event of any conflicts between this Kitselas Constitution Plain Language document and
the Kitselas Constitution, the Kitselas Constitution is the official document.

- David Try PhD - Senior Negotiator and Director Treaty, Kitselas First Nation
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Introduction

The Constitution of the Kitselas people is the supreme or highest law of the Kitselas people, subject
only to:

(a) the Constitution of Canada, and

(b) Any treaty signed between Canada and the Kitselas People.
The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms applies to Kitselas Government in respect of all
matters within its authority, bearing in mind the free and democratic nature of the Kitselas People.

Preamble Plain Language

Kitselas have occupied and been sustained by our The Preamble reflects who we are as a

homelands since time out of memory and governed our people. It reflects our nationhood, history,

lives and lands through a system of laws and values language, sacred homeland, spirituality, and

which exist through our language, our stories, our governing systems.

traditions, our dance, our art, our relations and much

more. The language of Kitselas is Sm’algyax. The preamble is about “who is the “SELF” in
self-government”. The preamble is our

Kitselas values and culture are grounded in the shared values and concerns now and going

‘Adawx’. As an oral tradition people, our Adawx are forward into the future.

stories that have been passed down from generation to
generation and speak to the origins of the world from a  Think of the preamble as our guiding light. It

Tsimshian perspective. They are defined as ‘true is what keeps our government true to who
tellings’ or ‘sacred history’, reflecting the culture, values we are as Kitselas. In fact, if the government
and teachings of our Elders. does something that is against the SPIRIT of

the preamble, or guiding light, the people

This Kitselas Constitution affirms our Inherent Right, as  have the right to challenge that action in the
Kitselas People, to govern ourselves like our ancestors courts.
did, as recorded in Men of Medeek and Wars of
Medeek, our history and teachings:

Laws they had; but these were few; laws framed

by Wise Men who watched the face of nature;

who pondered long on the workings of Gyamk,

the Sun God who lived in the Sky City of Lahah;

laws that were made as they watched cause and

effect work out their ends in the lives of men.

Some happening came to the people. The

result was good and fortunate. "This is right,” said

the Wise Men. "This shall be embodied in a new

law so that good fortune may be still more

assured to our People." And when misfortune

came these Wise Men delved deeply to find its

cause.

At last, satisfied they had learned that which
they had sought for, they said, "The action that
lies at the root of this difficulty is wrong. Our
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People must be protected in the future that the
same error may not be committed again. We
make a new law forbidding that action.”

So grew the Code. So were the children
instructed in the ways of Right and Wrong. So
generation followed generation, each one
more vigorous; more prosperous.

We make this Constitution in exercise of our right of
self-government under the Kitselas Treaty, for the
betterment of the Kitselas People and community, to
improve our quality of life; to secure our right to make
laws as we have always done, and to instruct our
people in the ways of Right and Wrong. We are united
in protecting our inherent rights and title as the Kitselas
First Nation on the path of an inclusive, self-sufficient,
self-governing community.

1) The Kitselas Constitution establishes a Kitselas will be a democracy. There is no
democratic form of government for Kitselas. return to the previous system of hereditary
chiefs.
2) The Kitselas Constitution sets out the A constitution defines how the People agree
relationship between Kitselas Citizens and the to be governed.

Kitselas Government.
3) The Kitselas Constitution is the supreme law of =~ The Constitution, together with the Treaty,
Kitselas subject only to the Kitselas Treaty, and are the highest laws of Kitselas.
any Kitselas Law that is inconsistent with the
provisions of the Kitselas Constitution is, to the See NOTE A in the Appendix on
extent of the inconsistency, of no force or effect.  law-making.

Ha’baa’m Gitselasu — Citizenship

4) Subject to paragraphs (5) and (6), an individual  This section sets out, under Kitselas
is eligible for enrolment if that individual is: Constitution, exactly who is eligible to
a) of Kitselas ancestry by matrilineal or become a Kitselas Citizen.
patrilineal descent;
b) a member or entitled to be a member of the
Kitselas Band;
c) adopted as a Child under laws recognized in
Canada, or by a Kitselas custom, by an
individual eligible for enrolment under
paragraphs 4(a) or 4(b);

Kitselas Constitution | Plain Language Version | February 2025 | Page 3



10)Individuals who have applied for enrolment under
this Agreement by the date immediately prior to

d)

e)

Q) (&

KITSELAS

TREATY INFORMATION SOURCE

a descendant or an adopted Child of an
individual eligible for enrolment under
paragraphs 4(a), 4(b), or 4(c); or

a spouse, including a common law spouse, of
an individual eligible for enrolment under
paragraphs 4(a), 4(b) or 4(c) who is, after the
Effective Date, accepted under a community
acceptance process set out in Kitselas Law.

Except where an individual is eligible for
enrolment under paragraph 1(b), to be eligible for
enrolment under paragraph 4) individuals must
have a Demonstrated Attachment to Kitselas.

On the day after the Effective Date, paragraphs
4) and 5) cease to be the source of the Eligibility
Criteria and an individual is eligible for enrolment
under this Agreement if that individual meets the
Eligibility Criteria set out in the Kitselas
Constitution.

Changes to Kitselas Eligibility Criteria

7) Kitselas may, after the Effective Date, amend the After Effective Date, we can choose to
Eligibility Criteria by amending the Kitselas
Constitution.

Amendments to the Eligibility Criteria must, in
addition to any other steps required to amend

this Constitution, be authorized by a referendum
of Kitselas Citizens who are at least 18 years of

age on the last scheduled day of voting in the
referendum, in which at least 50 percent plus

one of these Kitselas Citizens vote, and at least

50 percent plus one of those who vote, vote in
favour of the amendments to the Eligibility
Criteria.

Individuals who are enrolled on the date
immediately prior to the date that the
amendments to the Eligibility Criteria come into
effect will continue to be enrolled.

the date that the amendments to the Eligibility
Criteria come into effect will have their
application determined in accordance with the

Eligibility Criteria that would have applied prior to

i.e. for non-Kitselas members only.
See NOTE B on Demonstrated Attachment.

After Effective Date, Kitselas sets eligibility
for Citizenship.

change the Citizenship criteria by changing
this Constitution.

For future changes to the Eligibility Criteria,
the Ratification process that must be
followed.

Changes to enrolment criteria have no effect
on Citizens already enrolled.

If you apply for enrolment, the criteria in
place on the date of your application is what
is used in assessing your application.
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the date that the amendments to the Eligibility
Criteria come into effect; and
11) Individuals with Kitselas ancestry by matrilineal We can never change that people with

or patrilineal descent and a Demonstrated Kitselas ancestry and demonstrated
Attachment to Kitselas will always be eligible for  attachment eligibility criteria.
enrolment.

12)Kitselas may make laws in relation to factors, Kitselas decides what Demonstrated
consistent with the definition of Demonstrated Attachment means — see NOTE B.

Attachment, according to which an individual’s
Demonstrated Attachment to Kitselas is to be
assessed.
13)Notwithstanding sections 106 and 107, sections  Clauses 8 through 12 in Constitution can
8,9, 10, 11 and 12 are unalterable and may not = never be changed.
be amended.
14)Any enrolled person is a citizen of Kitselas. How to become a Citizen.

ights and Freedoms

15)Every Kitselas citizen enjoys all of the individual  Kitselas Citizens have the same rights as
rights and freedoms guaranteed under the every other Canadian Citizen.

Constitution of Canada.
16)Kitselas shall make no law inconsistent with the ~ Any Kitselas law inconsistent with Canada’s

Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Charter of Rights and Freedom has no
power.
17)Every Kitselas citizen may exercise Kitselas Canada Constitution Section 35 rights —
aboriginal and treaty rights as set out in the hunting, fishing, gathering, etc. are protected

Treaty, subject to laws necessary for conservation. forever.
public health or public safety.

18)The Kitselas Legislature and Administration shall ~ Kitselas cannot limit Sec 35 rights, with 3
make no law infringing the right of citizens to exceptions — conservation, public health and
exercise Kitselas aboriginal and treaty rights, as  public safety.
set out in the Treaty, except as required for
conservation, public health and public safety.

19)Every Kitselas Citizen has a right to participate in Each Kitselas Citizen has this Right, not just

the harvesting of fish and wildlife allocated to the Nation as a whole.
Kitselas.
20)All Kitselas citizens are equal under this All Kitselas Citizens are equal.

Constitution.

Lee Ayaaw’k- Mobility rights

21)Every Kitselas citizen has the right to enter, Kitselas Citizens have rights to enter, stay
remain in and leave Kitselas Lands in the same  and leave Kitselas Lands, similar to
manner as Citizens of Canada enjoy mobility Canadian’s rights on Canada Lands.
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rights within Canada under the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

Ayaaw’ghyet - Political rights

22)Every Kitselas citizen has the right to make
political choices, to participate in political
activities, and to express a view on any public
issue, and in particular, all Kitselas citizens have
the right to:

a)
b)

c)

Review and appeal of administrative decisions

be informed regarding Kitselas public affairs;
hold the Kitselas Government accountable to
this Constitution, in accordance with Kitselas
Law;

fair and equitable access to employment

opportunities within the Kitselas Government,

Kitselas Corporations and Kitselas Public
Institutions;

fair and equitable access to public services
provided by the Kitselas Government; and
) participate in Kitselas cultures, languages
and traditions.

Defines certain ‘political’ rights of every
Kitselas Citizen.

Access to information on government
actions.

Hold Kitselas Administration and Legislature
accountable to do what they say they will.
Equal access to all Kitselas job
opportunities — no discrimination, no
nepotism.

Equal and fair access to all Kitselas
programs and services.

Protection of language and cultural ‘rights.’

23)Every Kitselas Citizen has the right to seek review Citizens can appeal administrative

of

administrative decisions.

24)The Kitselas Legislature must enact laws to
establish processes for appeal or review of
administrative decisions made by Kitselas
Institutions.

decisions.

Kitselas must pass laws on the appeal
process.

25)The Kitselas Legislature may enact a law creating Office of Ombudsperson to hear and
the office of Ombudsperson to investigate and
report to the Legislature on matters of concern to administration decisions
Kitselas, Kitselas Citizens, and Kitselas
Non-Citizen Residents.

Ksi’niits’a Ayaaw’k - Election rights

26)Subject to residency and other requirements set
out in Kitselas law, every Kitselas citizen who is

at

least 18 years of age is eligible to vote in

investigate appeals of Kitselas

Kitselas can create geographical
representation (e.g. “on & off-reserve”
candidates).
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Kitselas elections and to hold office in Kitselas

Government. Must be 18 to vote or run for elected office.
27)No person shall run for or hold more than one Cannot run or hold two Kitselas positions.
office.
Cannot work for Administration and be a
Legislator.
28)The Kitselas Legislature must make laws Kitselas will create an Election Act, which
consistent with this Constitution in respect of also covers Referendums, including

Kitselas elections and referendums, including the following election ‘rules.’
establishment of:
a) qualifications of voters;
b) qualifications of candidates for election to
office;
c¢) removal from office;
d) the independent office of Chief Electoral
Officer to administer elections and referenda;
e) procedures for the conduct of elections and
referendums; and
f) areas or locations within which elections or
referendums will be held.
29)Without restricting the ability of the Legislature to = Certain rules on who cannot run or hold
establish additional qualifications of candidates elected positions.
for office under Paragraph 18 b), no person shall
be entitled to be a candidate for office or to
remain in office if that person:
a) Is the subject of an undischarged application
for bankruptcy; or
b) has been convicted of a criminal offence for
which no pardon has been obtained.

K’aak Gal’'uunk (Open Box)- Access to information

30)The Kitselas Government will make laws that Kitselas must make a law on how to access
provide for access to information in the custody personal information held by Kitselas
or control of a Kitselas Institution by: Government / Administration.

a) Kitselas Citizens;

b) Non-Citizen Residents; and

c) persons who receive services and programs
from a Kitselas Institution.

Ha’lee loh - Reasonable Limits
31)The Kitselas Constitution guarantees the rights Exceptions to rights, such as for
and freedoms set out in it subject only to such Conservation purposes or that unfairly
reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be impact other Kitselas Citizen’s rights.
demonstrably justified in a free and democratic
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society.
Ama’Dzap- Remed
32)Anyone whose rights or freedoms, as A right to appeal any Kitselas decision to
guaranteed by this Constitution, have been Court.

infringed or denied may apply to a court of
competent jurisdiction to obtain such remedy as
the court considers appropriate and just in the
circumstances.

Woo’tkh Luu’dee’tkh - Non-Citizen Resident Representation

33)Kitselas will engage with Non-citizen residents in  Non-Citizens living on Kitselas Lands will
decisions of Kitselas Institutions that directly and  have the opportunity to participate in
significantly affect those Non-Citizen Residents. decision-making processes for things that
directly and significantly affect them.
34)The Kitselas Legislature will enact a law Non-Citizens living on Treaty Settlement
providing Non-Citizen Residents with access to Lands have appeal and review rights, too.
the appeal and review procedures that may be
established in respect of administrative decisions
that directly and significantly affect Non-Citizen
Residents.

Nap’dal’m Waaps - Government Structure
35)Kitselas has the inherent right to self-government Kitselas has right of self-government and

including the authority to make laws for any law-making authority.
matter as set out in the Kitselas Treaty.

36)The Kitselas Government consists of three Three parts of Government.
branches;

a) the legislative;
b) the executive or administrative; and
c) the judicial.

37)All members of the Kitselas Legislature and Elected officials and Administration must
Administration must abide by the Kitselas obey all laws and Constitution.
Constitution and Kitselas laws.

Waaps Lik’eghyet’m Gitselasu - Kitselas Legislature

38)The law-making authority of Kitselas is vested in ~ Where and how are laws made
the Kitselas Legislature.
39).The Kitselas Legislature shall be comprised of: Elected positions in Legislature.
a) One (1) Sm’ooygit or Sigidmna’ax elected by = Number of elected positions.
Eligible Voters in a Kitselas Election;
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b) Nine (9) Legislators elected by Eligible Voters
in a Kitselas Election; and

c) one (1) Legislator elected by the Traditional Includes one ‘elder’ who will be a full voting
Leadership Council in a Kitselas election; member of Legislature.
40)The size of the Kitselas Legislature may be We can change number of elected
increased by Kitselas Law. representatives in future if we wish.
41)A quorum of the Legislature is 51% of its Quorum
members.

42)No Kitselas Legislature shall continue for longer  Must have elections every 4 years.
than four years from the date upon which the
members of the Kitselas Legislative Council were

elected
43)There shall be a sitting of the Kitselas Legislature Legislature must meet at least twice a year
at least semi-annually. (bi-annual), may meet more often as
needed.
44)At each sitting, the Legislature shall receive Certain things that must happen at each

reports from the Administration and ensure the Legislative sitting (session).
Administration acts in conformity with legislative
direction, laws and policy.

45)The Sm’ooygit or Sigidmna’ax: Roles and duties of Sm’ooygit or
Sigidmna’ax.

a) May lead any delegation representing the In general, the Legislature assigned duties,
Kitselas First Nation unless the Kitselas responsibilities and tasks for the Sm’ooygit
Legislature has assigned that responsibility to or Sigidmna’ax as needed by the Nation,
another person; other than role on Executive Council (Clause

b) Shall be the spokesperson for the Kitselas 62, below).
Legislature subject to their direction; and
c) Shall carry out any duties assigned by the
Kitselas Legislature.
46)The Kitselas Legislature shall designate an Chairperson appointed by Legislature.
elected member of the Legislature to serve as
Chairperson;
47)The Chairperson shall serve for so long as he or  Chairperson can be replaced by Legislators

she has the support of the Legislature. with outgoing Chairperson remaining 1 of
the 11 Legislators.
48)The Chairperson shall have the responsibility Roles and duties of Chairperson.

and authority:

a) to preside over sessions of the Kitselas
Legislature;

b) to preside over committee meetings required
by the legislature;

c) to preserve order and decorum in the
legislature; and

d) to decide questions of order and practice of
the legislature;
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e) not vote on any matter before the legislature
except in the event of a tie; and
f) Inthe event of a tie, cast a no vote.
49)The Traditional Leadership Council shall: Political role(s) for our Elders — Traditional
Leadership Council.
a) be composed of Kitselas citizens aged 60 or  Who is eligible for Traditional Leadership
above; Council.
b) select three of their members to organize
meetings of the Traditional Leadership
Council, which will meet at least twice a year;
c) review Kitselas proposed laws and provide Traditional Leadership Council role in
comments, which must be considered by the  law-making.
Kitselas Legislature;
d) discuss Kitselas Community issues and make Traditional Leadership Council role in
representations to the Administration, which administration.
must be considered by the Kitselas
Administration; and
e) be provided sufficient administrative support
and honoraria to carry out their functions.
50)The Traditional Leadership Council’s Traditional Leadership Council legislative
representative on the Legislature shall be elected representative elected by Kitselas Citizens
by all Kitselas citizens aged sixty (60) years and  over 60 (not appointed).

over.
hyet’m Gitselasu Kah’ gislators
51)The role of members of the Legislature is to: Roles and duties of all elected
a) Represent the citizens; representatives.

b) Participate in the legislative functions of the
legislature, including through participation in
legislative committees;
c) Consider and vote on proposed bills;
d) Review, consider and vote on budgetary
appropriations and spending by the
Administration; and
e) Protect the legitimacy of Kitselas government.
52)The Kitselas Legislature may assign additional
functions to members of the Legislature.
53)0n the Effective Date, the Kitselas Legislature Kitselas must pass a law setting out
shall enact a law setting out the process by law-making process.
which the Kitselas Legislature shall make laws
after the Effective Date.
54)All laws enacted by the Kitselas Legislature shall =~ All laws must be easy to find and filed in an
be made publicly available and placed in a official place (‘law registry’).
Kitselas Law registry.
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55)The Kitselas Legislature shall provide for the We can create the ‘institutions’, as part of

establishment of Kitselas Public Institutions. our governance structure, that work best for
us.

56)The Kitselas Legislature shall establish its own There will be a Legislative Act — rules and
rules and procedures including rules for the procedures.
establishment of any committees by the
legislature.

57)The Kitselas Legislature shall approve the Legislature approves annual Budget.
budget of the Kitselas government at least
annually.

Waaps Galtsap’m Gitselasu - Kitselas Administration

58)The executive authority of the Kitselas Nation is  Legislature appoints the CEO.
held by the Kitselas Administration for so long as
the Administration has the confidence of the
Legislature.
59)The Kitselas Administration shall administer the
affairs of Kitselas in an effective, responsible,
and accountable manner in accordance with this
constitution and Kitselas law.
60)The Kitselas Administration is responsible for Key roles of Administration.
executing and enforcing the laws, regulations
and policies of Kitselas, the administration of
public affairs and the governance of Kitselas.
61)Subject to any Kitselas Law, the Kitselas Roles, duties and responsibilities of
Administration shall: Administration.
a) preserve and promote the peace, unity and
wellbeing of the Kitselas Nation;
b) act impartially in the best interest of Kitselas
and respect this Constitution;
c) provide services to Kitselas citizens and
others as set out in Kitselas law;
d) ensure effective communication and
engagement with Kitselas Citizens;
e) protect and enhance Kitselas aboriginal and
treaty rights;
f) protect, preserve and promote Kitselas
language and culture;
g) ensure that the Kitselas Constitution, Kitselas
Laws, and Kitselas Policies are adhered to;
h) promote and maintain a sound Kitselas
economy;
i) ensure the sound management and
administration of the Kitselas Administration;
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j) convene the Kitselas People’s Assembly in
accordance with section 77 and ensure that
at that Assembly Kitselas Citizens are
informed of the matters listed in section 78;
and

k) perform other functions assigned to it under
Kitselas Law.

gawsk - Kitselas Executive Council
62)There shall be an Executive Council to provide An Executive Council will provide routine
oversight of the Kitselas Administration direction to & oversight of Administration.
63)The Executive Council shall be comprised of Who is on the Executive Council.
(a) the Sm’ooygit or Sigidmna’ax;
(b) the Chairperson; and
(c) subject to Section 66, the three (3) members
of the Kitselas Legislature with the highest
number of votes in the last General Election
64)A member of the Legislature may decline to
serve on the Executive Council, in which case
the member with the next highest number of
votes in the last General Election will be asked to
serve.
65)The Executive Council: Role(s) & responsibilities of Legislature’s
Executive Council.
(a) is responsible for overseeing the operations of
the administration including programs and
services provided by the Kitselas;
(b) shall undertake any other responsibilities
assigned to by the Legislature; and
(c) subject to Kitselas Law, may establish such
policies as it deems necessary

Legislature & Administration Oversight

66) The Kitselas Legislature shall by resolution Legislature appoints Senior Director of
appoint a Senior Director of Operations Operations (currently CEO).

67)The Kitselas Legislature shall review and approve Legislature approves changes to
the Kitselas Organization Chart, which may be administration positions/jobs —i.e. Kitselas
amended from time to time by the Kitselas Administration Organization Chart.

Legislature as administrative requirements evolve.
68) The Kitselas Legislature shall confirm appointmeni Elected Officials approve hiring decision for

of all Department Directors, identified in the Directors (only) .
Kitselas Organization Chart.

69)The Kitselas Legislature may in an enactment Besides Kitselas Administration, Elected
establish such other offices and administrative Officials can create entities outside of

entities with such titles and responsibilities as it Kitselas Administration, such as Kitselas
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considers appropriate and may by resolution Canyon Society and Kitselas Development
appoint individuals to those offices. Corp.

70)Subject to any Kitselas Law, the Kitselas Administration can create committees, such
Administration may establish committees to as Community Committees.
assist in fulfilling its responsibilities.

71)The Kitselas Administration must consider the Role of Traditional Leadership Council
advice of the Traditional Leadership Council (elders) in day-to-day administration.

when exercising its functions.

Waaps Adawk Kitselas Judicia

72)The Kitselas Legislature may establish We have the power to create a Kitselas
adjudicative bodies and processes, including a Court with powers similar to BC Courts.
Kitselas Court or other adjudicators, for the
better administration of Kitselas laws in a manner
consistent with the principle of judicial
independence, having regard to the size and
circumstances of Kitselas
73)Persons appointed as judges to a Kitselas Court Once we appoint a judge, typically for 5-10
shall serve during good behaviour. year term. Cannot terminate or dismiss
him/her except under exceptional
circumstances.
74)As set out in the Kitselas Treaty, an adjudicative  Legal authority and powers of a Kitselas
body established under section 74 may be Court or tribunal.
granted jurisdiction to:
a) adjudicate offences arising under Kitselas
Law;
b) adjudicate civil matters as set out in Kitselas
Law;
c) hear appeals from or conduct reviews of
administrative decisions of Kitselas
Institutions; or
d) determine the validity of Kitselas laws.

gawdi’ghyet’m Kitselas People’s Assembl

75)The Kitselas Administration shall convene at People’s Assembly shall meet at least once
least annually a general assembly of Kitselas each year - Somewhat similar to Kitselas
Citizens to be known as the Kitselas People’s annual general meeting (AGM), but must be
Assembly. held based on Kitselas Constitution.

76)The Kitselas Administration shall provide to the Legally required reports and actions at
Kitselas People's Assembly: People’s Assembly.

a) the previous year’s audited financial
statements of the Kitselas Government,
Kitselas Public Institutions and Kitselas
Corporations;
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b) the annual strategic plan of the Kitselas
Government;
c) the proposed legislative agenda for the year;
and
d) information concerning other matters of
importance to the Kitselas First Nation.
77)The Kitselas People’s Assembly may The People can recommend a change to
recommend constitutional amendments to the Constitution.
Kitselas Legislature by a resolution passed by
majority vote of Eligible Voters in attendance.
78)The Kitselas People’s Assembly may make The People can make recommendations on
recommendations on matters of community community concerns.
concern to the Kitselas Legislature and
Administration by a resolution passed by majority
vote of Eligible Voters in attendance.
79)The Kitselas Legislature shall enact a law How the People’s Assembly will function.
a) providing for the taking of minutes of Kitselas
People’s Assembly; and
b) mandating a response by to concerns raised  An approved motion, at People’s Assembly

at the Kitselas People’s Assembly by the compels Legislature / Administration to
legislature or administration as appropriate. respond.
80)Every Kitselas Citizen may participate in the People’s Assembly open to all Citizens —
Kitselas People’s Assembly. note - requires virtual meetings for non-local
Citizens.
81)Non-Citizen residents may be invited to attend Non-member residents have right to
the Kitselas People’s Assembly, but may be participate on matters affecting them.

excluded where discussions involve matters
internal to Kitselas.

82)The rules of order and procedure for the Kitselas How People’s Assembly will work must be
People’s Assembly shall be established in set down in a Kitselas Law, and can’t be
legislation enacted by the Kitselas Legislature. changed by Administration.

Ksi'niitsa Ayaawk Gitselasu - Kitselas Elections

83)All members of the Kitselas Legislature shall be  Democratic elections.
elected democratically.

84)Members of the Kitselas Legislature: Legislature elections process.
a) shall be elected for a term of four (4) years;
and
b) may serve for more than one (1) term. No limit on number of (elected) terms.
85)0n the Effective Date, the Kitselas Legislature Kitselas must pass a Kitselas Election Act
shall enact a Kitselas Election Law. with election rules and procedures
86)The elected Kitselas First Nation Chief and Existing Chief and Council continue on
Council at the Effective Date shall continue as Effective Date to pass various mandatory
the Kitselas Legislature until such time as laws on Effective Date (cannot pass before,

as Kitselas does not have authority prior to
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elections can be held under this Constitution and
the Kitselas Election Law.

87)The first election for the Sm’ooygit or
Sigidmna’ax and the Kitselas Legislature shall be
initiated within three (3) months of the Effective
Date.

88)The first election must be completed within six
(6) months of the Effective Date.

89)Persons shall take office upon being declared
elected in the manner set out in the Kitselas
Election Law.

Effective Date). Required for a smooth
transition to the new governance system.
The first post-Treaty Election must be called
within 3 months of Effective Date, under a
new Kitselas Election Act that will be passed
immediately after Effective Date

First election must happen within 6 months
of Effective Date

Buk’luusk Financial Administration

90)On the Effective Date, the Kitselas Legislature
shall enact a Kitselas Financial Administration
Law that is modeled on accounting standards
comparable to those generally accepted for
governments of similar size and circumstance in
Canada through which Kitselas Government,
Kitselas Corporations and Kitselas Public
Institutions will be financially accountable to
Kitselas Citizens

91)The Kitselas Government, Kitselas Corporations
and Kitselas Public Institutions shall manage
their finances, on behalf of Kitselas Citizens, in a
manner that conforms to principles of sound
financial management.

92)The Legislature shall not approve a budget or
provide spending authority without identification
of a revenue source.

93)The Kitselas Financial Administration Law shall:
a) establish a Finance Committee to provide
advice and recommendations to the Kitselas
Legislature and Administration; and
b) Provide for spending limits and authorization
for members of the Kitselas Legislature and
administration comparable to those generally
accepted for governments of similar size and
circumstance in Canada.
94)Neither the Kitselas Government nor any
Kitselas Public Institutions shall borrow or lend
money under any structure or arrangement

Kitselas will create a new Financial
Administration Law (FAL) suitable for a
Treaty Nation

How we will manage our money (revenue)
and spending, including significantly
increased accountability to the People

All laws and budgets must identify funding or
revenue sources — it will be illegal to
approval spending without also identifying a
source of funding (or revenue) for
expenditure

What the FAL must cover

Kitselas Administration’s authorization for
spending on programs and services

No borrowing or lending without passing a
law for that “loan” first. All laws require
public consultation too
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except in accordance with a Kitselas law.

Habool Dala - Treaty Settlement Trusts

95)The Kitselas Government shall establish one (1)  Treaty financial settlement must be placed in
or more settlement trusts to preserve and a Trust.
protect:
a) the Kitselas Capital Transfer amounts received
on Effective Date under the Kitselas Treaty,
Chapter 22 Capital Transfer, paragraphs 1 and
6; and
b) the income derived from the investment of
those amounts.
96)The trust document establishing these trust The Trust document developed by Kitselas
funds shall set out the framework for the prudent  will set out the rules governing how the trust
management, investment and disbursement of funds can be used.
the funds that are invested in the trust and the
income derived therefrom.

Lax' yuup - Lands

97)Kitselas owns Kitselas Lands as set out in the Kitselas Nation to own our land
Kitselas Treaty.
98) Kitselas shall not alienate, sell, surrender, Cannot sell lands without passing a specific

mortgage, or use its interest in Kitselas Lands  Law All laws require public consultation.
as security for a loan except in accordance
with a Kitselas Law.

Dm k'a lisaaws ga dm ho'yaxsm - Duty to Consult on Land Use Planning
99) Kitselas Government must establish a process Legislature and Administration cannot make
for public involvement in land use planning. decisions on land-use without consulting

with the People.

Silm gaa - Expropriation

100) Kitselas Legislature shall enact a law in Kitselas must create an Expropriation law.

respect of expropriation by Kitselas

Government

a) for public purposes or public works of Can only be used to meet a public need,
estates or interests in Kitselas Lands, such as a road.
including

b) procedures for the determination and Fair compensation of replacement land or
payment of any compensation. money must be paid.
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Waaps Ayaaw'k - Governance

101) On the Effective Date, the Kitselas Legislature Kitselas must create a Conflict-of-Interest
shall enact a Conflict of Interest Law that is Law for all government officials.
modeled on conflict of interest standards
comparable to standards generally accepted
for governments of similar size and
circumstance in Canada.
102) The Kitselas Public Institutions and their Duties, roles and responsibilities of Kitselas
officials shall: “‘Public Institutions”, similar to Legislature
a) be accountable to the Kitselas First Nation; and Administration.
b) adhere to this Constitution and obey
Kitselas laws;
c) promote the unity and well-being of the
Kitselas First Nation;
d) provide good, effective and accountable
government; and
e) develop and maintain open and transparent
communications with the community.
103) Kitselas Corporations shall be required to have
in place conflict of interest guidelines
comparable to those set out in Kitselas Law.

Anoox - Ratification

104) Ratification of the Kitselas Constitution by How Kitselas approves this Constitution.
Kitselas requires:

a. that individuals who may be eligible to vote
have a reasonable opportunity to review
the Kitselas Constitution;

b. a vote, by way of a secret ballot; and Secret ballot — like Canada & BC elections.

c. at least fifty percent (50%) plus one of the  Half of all adult Citizens, (currently 18+ yr),
Eligible Voters on the final Eligible Voters must vote.
List cast their vote; and

d. at least fifty percent (50%) plus one of Of Citizens who do vote, 50%+ must vote
those voters who cast their vote, must vote “yes.”
in favour of the Kitselas Constitution.

Sityaawda goot - Amendment

105) Amendments to this constitution may be How to amend the Constitution. Who can
initiated by a resolution of the Kitselas start the process to amend the Kitselas
Legislature, acting either on its own motion or  Constitution.
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on the recommendation to the Kitselas
Legislature by the Kitselas People’s Assembly.

106) After consultation with Kitselas citizens, the
Kitselas Legislature will enact a law setting out
the process for amendment of this Constitution,
and requiring consultation with Kitselas Citizens

107) Subject to section 13, this Constitution may
only be amended by way of a referendum in
which at least:

a) fifty percent (60%) plus one (1) of Eligible
Voters on the Official Voters List vote; and

b) fifty percent (50%) plus one (1) of those who
vote are in favour of the proposed
amendment.

108) The Kitselas Legislature may amend this
Constitution by resolution at any time in
respect of correction of matters of a mere
technical, grammatical, clerical or
administrative nature.

Severabilit
109) If a superior court of a province, the Federal

Court of Canada, or the Supreme Court of
Canada finally determines any provision of this
Constitution to be invalid or unenforceable, the
provision will be severable from this
Constitution, as applicable, to the extent of the
invalidity or unenforceability, and the remainder
of this Constitution, as applicable, will be
construed, to the extent possible, to give effect
to the intent of this Constitution.

Kitselas will pass a law on how the process
for amending this Constitution, how it could
be changed. This law, like all Kitselas laws
require public consultation.

Using the law created in #106, a formal
referendum is required to change
Constitution, cannot be changed by
Legislature alone.

Like Treaty and Constitution Ratification
votes, Half of all adult Citizens, (currently
18+ yr), must vote, and

Of Citizens who do vote, 50%+ must vote

yes.

Typos can be fixed.

What happens if Supreme Court says one
part of this Constitution is no longer legal.

Only that aspect, section, or part of the
Kitselas Constitution will no longer be part of
this Constitution.

However, the rest of Constitution still
remains the highest law of Kitselas.

Sit'aa'ma - Cominq into Force

110) This Constitution comes into force on the
Effective Date of the Kitselas Treaty.

111) In ratifying this Constitution, we, the people of
Kitselas, hereby agree to be governed by the
Kitselas Constitution and Kitselas Law.

Magoonsk - Definitions
Definitions in the Kitselas Constitution have the same
meaning as Definitions in the Kitselas Treaty

Constitution becomes our highest law on
Effective Date, same as Treaty.

Formal acknowledgement that Kitselas
Citizens choose to be governed by this
Constitution.

Words have the same meaning as can be
found in the Definitions Chapter of the
Kitselas Treaty.
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Sm'ooygit is a Chief — Isabel McKay, Kitselas Elder
Sigidmna'ax is a Chief woman / matriarch — Isabel
McKay, Kitselas Elder

APPENDIX

Note A — Laws

Kitselas’s law-making process will not be simple, quick, or easy. It will involve one or more
mandatory community consultations, as well as several reviews of the draft legislation (law)
by the Legislature, before a proposed law becomes a Kitselas Law. Laws cannot be
changed by Administration and the Legislation can only change or modify a law by following
the same process that was used to create the law in the first place. On Effective Date,
Kitselas will pass a law on the law-making process — laying out the exact process that must
be followed to create or change a Kitselas Law.

Note B — Demonstrated Attachment

After Effective Date, Demonstrated Attachment will be covered in a Kitselas Citizenship
Law. Currently, non-Kitselas member applicants for enrolment are asked to include with
their application for Enrolment:

As per the eligibility criteria set out in the Kitselas Treaty, the Enrolment Committee will
consider evidence of your demonstrated attachment to the Kitselas Community, including:
= present family and social connections between the applicant and Kitselas;
= the applicant’s ordinary place of residence;
= cultural, linguistic, and spiritual ties between the applicant and Kitselas; and
= participation by applicant in Kitselas community activities, culture & traditions
= of Kitselas;
= the number and degree of ancestral connections between the applicant and
Kitselas;
= follows a way of life consistent with the Kitselas Community;
= familiarity with the cultural history of the Kitselas people;
= any other evidence of a demonstrated attachment.
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